
TREE PLANTING GUIDE
WEST VALLEY CITY

PARKS FORESTRY STAFF
801-955-3715

www.wvc-ut.gov/trees

BEST TREES 
FOR WVC

SMALL TREES 
(UNDER 30 FEET)

Canada Red Chokecherry
Japanese Tree Lilac

Red Bud
Crabapple

MEDIUM TREES 
(30 - 50 FEET)

Frontier Elm
Norwegian Sunset Maple

Silver Linden

LARGE TREES 
(50 - 65 FEET)

Hackberry
Kentucky Coffee Tree

English Oak

For other promising trees, 
visit www.wvc-ut.gov/trees.



HOW TO PLANT A TREE
1. Dig the planting hole shallow and 

broad. The width should be 2-3 times 
the diameter of the root ball, and the 
depth only as deep as the root ball.

2. Gently place the tree in the hole 
insuring it is perpendicular to the 
ground. Once you begin to backfill, it 
will be difficult to reposition the tree. 

3. Partially backfill with the soil from the 
hole, using water to settle the soil. 
Finish backfilling the hole while gently 
but firmly packing the soil. Be sure that 
you leave the trunk flare (where the 
roots spread at the base of the tree) 
visible above the soil.

4. Soak the soil well, making sure no air 
pockets form between the roots. Wait 
until next year to fertilize. 

Ue two 
opposting, 
flexible ties 

when staking 
is necessary. 
Ties should 

be placed on 
the lower half 

of the tree 
and should 
allow trunk 
movement.

2 - 4 inch layer 
of mulch (keep 

mulch 
1 - 2 inches 
back from 

trunk.

Set ball 
on firmly 

packed soil 
to prevent 
settling.

Gently pack 
backfill, using 
water to settle 
soil around the 

root ball.

Root 
Flare

Remove 
containers, 
wrappings, 
wires, and 

ties.

TREE CARE AFTER PLANTING PRUNING
• Don’t stake unless the tree has a 

large crown, or is planted on a site 
where wind or people may push the 
tree over. Stake for a maximum of 1 
year.

• Keep the soil around the tree 
moist, but not constantly saturated. 
1-2 deep waterings a week is 
usually sufficient, depending on 
temperature.

• Spread 2”- 3” of mulch over the 
planting area, but do not place it 
against the trunk.

• Tree fertilization is usually not 
needed. If you see tree decline 
or unusual yellowing, consult a 
certified arborist or other tree expert 
to determine the tree’s nutritional 
needs.

• Watch for pests and treat if necessary.
• Prune only damaged branches for 

the first growing season.
• Keep mowers and string trimmers 

from damaging tree trunks.

If you hire someone to care for your 
trees, do your homework to avoid 
unnecessary or improper work, check 
for proper licensing, insurance and 
certification.

Mulch protects 
the tree trunk 

from lawn mower 
damage.

Mulch wide, not deep.

DO NOT
TOP TREES!

If the correct tree is planted in the correct 
location and high quality trees are chosen, 
minimal pruning is necessary. The goal of 
pruning is to maintain the health of the 
tree. As the illustration shows, prune branch 
stubs, rubbing branches, water sprouts, 
sucker growth, closely spaced branches 
and weak, narrow crotches. Also remove 
dead or damaged branches, branches 
growing toward the inside of the tree, 
and if there are any co-dominant leaders, 
or branches forming two tops of the tree, 
remove one of them. If proper pruning is 
done early in the tree’s life, more difficult 
and costly pruning when the tree matures 
will be reduced or eliminated.
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